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QUESTIONS  discussed  by  the  Members  of  the  Political  Economy  Club  during  the 

Years  from  1834  to  1851. 


1834. 
Feb. 

Mr.  Cowell 

Mar. 

Mr.  Malthus 

5  J 

April 

Mr.  Senior  . 

May 

Mr.  Pennington 

June 

Mr.  McCulloch 

July 

Mr.  Tooke    . 

» > 

Mr.  Larpent 

Dec. 

» > 

1835. 

Feb. 

Mr.  Loyd 

5  ) 

Mr.  Senior  . 

>  > 

Mr.  Tooke    . 

Mar. 

Mr.  Hume     . 

May 

Mr.  Larpent 

j  > 

Mr.  Pennington 

June 

Mr.  Tooke    .     . 

July 

Aug. 

Does  that  part  of  the  Poor  Law  which  relates  to  settlements  admit  of 
improvement  ? 

Do  the  low  prices  of  exportable  commodities,  as  far  as  they  are  independent 
of  improvements  in  the  processes  of  production,  arise  from  foreign  or 
domestic  competition  ? 

Is  there  any  valid  apology  for  the  American  Tariff? 

Is  a  compulsory  provision  for  the  able-bodied  poor  a  beneficial  provision,  and 
if  so,  by  what  principle  ought  it  to  be  regulated  ? 

In  what  cases,  and  under  what  circumstances,  do  duties  upon  imported  com- 
modities fall  upon  the  consumer,  and  under  what  circumstances  upon  the 
foreign  producer? 

Instead  of  instituting  courts  for  facilitating  the  recovery  of  small  debts,  would 
it  not  be  better  to  place  them  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law  ? 

Do  tithes  form  a  justifiable  ground  for  a  countervailing  duty  on  foreign  corn  ? 

Is  it  expedient  that  Government  should  concentrate  labour  in  a  new  colony  by 
laying  a  price  on  land  ? 

With  what  limitation  is  the  information  derived  from  statistical  tables,  and 
from  what  are  called  facts,  to  be  received  in  the  study  of  Political  Economy  ? 

Under  what  circumstances  does  or  will  the  remission  of  the  house  tax  fall  to 
the  tenant  and  what  to  the  landlord  ? 

Is  the  difference  between  the  market  price  and  mint  price  of  gold  to  be  taken, 
in  all  cases,  as  a  proof  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and  a  measure  of 
the  extent  of  it  ? 

What  would  be  the  effect  on  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain  if  all  the  principal 
landowners,  and  principal  stockholders,  were  to  devote  all  their  revenues, 
beyond  their  own  subsistence,  to  productive  purposes  ? 

In  the  absence  of  disturbing  causes,  is  it  more  likely  that  in  a  given  country 
population  will  increase  more  rapidly  than  subsistence,  or  subsistence  more 
rapidly  than  population,  and  would  either  supposition  be  conveniently 
expressed  by  the  word  tendency  ? 

Ought  a  compulsory  provision  against  destitution  to  exist  wherever  there  is 
exclusive  property  in  land  ? 

Are  there  any  circumstances  to  be  conceived  in  the  situation  of  Great  Britain 
to  render  a  free-trade  with  France  otherwise  than  beneficial  to  both 
countries  ? 

What  is  the  essential  difference  between  a  bank  of  circulation  and  a  bank  of 
deposit  ? 

Would  the  maintenance  of  a  sinking-fund  of  five  millions,  as  proposed  in  181 9, 
to  the  present  time,  have  been  a  policy  preferable  to  that  which  has  since 
prevailed  of  applying  all  surplus  revenue  to  a  reduction  of  taxes  ? 

What  are  the  limits  within  which  the  science  of  Political  Economy  is  most 
conveniently  confined? 

Is  there  any  sufficient  number  of  well-authenticated  facts  so  far  disproving  the 
principle  of  the  Essay  on  Population  as  to  show  that  population  has  not  a 
uniform  tendency  to  increase  faster  than  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  that 
circumstances  opposed  to  the  impulse  of  the  natural  inclinations  of  mankind 
gain  strength  with  the  advance  of  wealth  and  civilization  ? 
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Mr.  McCulloch 
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Air. 
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July 

Dec. 

Air. 

Humk 

1837. 

Feb. 

Air. 

Senior 

Mr.  McCULLOdB 


Deo.       Air.  Senior 


1838 
Feb. 

Mar.      Mr.  Pennington 

April     Air.  Coulson 

May      Air.  Senior  . 


Would  a  diminution  in  the  price  of  wine,  and  of  other  foreign  luxuries,  cause 
an  increased  cultivation  or  an  increased  importation  of  food,  and  thus  enable 
the  country  to  maintain  and  employ  an  increased  quantity  of  productive 
labour  ? 

Is  it  rightly  stated  by  Mr.  Ricardo  that  "  commodities  measure  money,  as 
money  measures  commodities  ;"  and  if  so,  is  not  a  high  price  of  commodi- 
ties as  well  as  a  high  price  of  gold  in  a  local  currency  necessary  to  complete 
the  proof  of  depreciation  ? 

Under  what  circumstances  is  the  absenteeism  of  landed  proprietors  detrimental 
to  the  wealth  of  a  country  ? 

In  the  present  condition  of  this  country,  is  it  expedient  to  encourage  the 
prudential  checks  upon  the  increase  of  population,  with  the  view  of  miti- 
gating the  effects  of  the  natural  checks  ? 

Are  not  the  agriculturists  more  heavily  taxed  than  any  other  class  of  the 
community,  and  if  so,  ought  not  the  circumstance  to  be  attended  to  in 
legislating  with  regard  to  the  corn  trade  ? 

Does  the  excess  of  the  poor  rates  and  the  county  rates  borne  by  the  land, 
compared  with  other  property,  justify  the  imposition  of  a  countervailing 
duty  on  foreign  corn,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent  ? 

Is  it  expedient  to  introduce  the  principle  of  commandite  partnerships  into  the 
commercial  code  of  the  country  ? 

Is  it  desirable  that  railroads  should  be  made  a  strict  monopoly  for  a  fixed 
number  of  years  ? 

What  are  the  causes  and  probable  consequences  of  the  present  pressure  on  the 
money  market  ? 

Ought  the  Irish  Poor-law  Bill  to  authorize  any  and  what  out-door  relief,  and 
ought  it  to  give  any  and  what  legal  claim  to  the  applicant  ? 

Is  the  interest  of  the  issuers  a  sufficient  security  for  the  due  regulation  of  a 
convertible  paper  currency  ?  Would  there  be  any  advantage  in  confining 
the  issue  of  paper  currency  to  a  single  establishment,  and  if  so,  ought  that 
establishment  to  be  a  Government  establishment  ? 

What  is  the  appropriate  term  for  that  agent  of  production  which  bears  the 
same  relation  to  profit  that  labour  does  to  wages  ? 

What  have  been  the  effects  of  the  Factory  Regulation  Act,  and  should  any 
and  what  alterations  be  made  in  it  ? 

To  what  extent  should  emigration  from  Ireland  be  carried  in  order  to  depau- 
perise that  country  and  aid  the  introduction  of  poor-laws  ?  And  from  what 
sources  should  the  expense  of  such  emigration  be  defrayed  ? 

To  what  cause  is  the  present  derangement  of  credit  in  the  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  attributed  ? 

What  is  the  most  convenient  definition  of  rent  ? 

On  what  does  the  increase  in  the  value  of  certain  articles  which  accrues  during 
the  lapse  of  time,  and  is  independent  of  the  application  of  either  capital  or 
labour,  or  any  monopolised  appropriation  of  natural  agents  depend  ? 

What  are  the  principles  which  should  govern  the  interference  of  the  legislature 
with  the  constitution  of  joint-stock  banks? 

In  what  manner  are  the  savings  of  individuals  conducive  to  the  increase  of 
national  wealth  ? 

Is  there  any  adequate  reason  for  authorizing  or  permitting  the  issue  of  paper 
currency  not  representing  actual  deposits  of  coin  or  of  the  precious  metals  ? 

Is  it  expedient  to  adopt  an  exclusive  silver  currency,  or  a  double  currency  of 
silver  and  gold,  each  being  a  legal  tender  to  any  amount  ? 
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Mr.  Chadwick 


Mr.  Senior  . 
Mr.  McCulloch 

Mr.  Tooke    . 

Mr.  Hume     .      , 
Mr.  McCulloch 


Mr.  Merivale 


Mr.  Senior  . 


Mr.  Merivale 
Mr.  Mill 

Mr.  Senior  . 
Mr.  Tooke    .      , 

Mr.  McCulloch 

Mr.  Tooke    . 
Mr.  Graham 

Mr.  McCulloch 
Col.  Torrens 

Mr.  Mill      .      , 


Is  it  expedient  in  any  way  to  extend  the  present  privileges  of  literary  copy- 
right ? 

Is  it  expedient  that  the  legislature  should  in  any,  and  what  cases,  interpose 
in  contracts  between  the  employer  and  labourer,  to  regulate  the  hours  and 
mode  of  labour  ? 

What  is  the  natural  limit  to  the  accumulation  of  capital  ? 

What  are  the  principal  additions  made  by  Mr.  Ricardo  to  the  science  of 
Political  Economy  ? 

To  what  extent  is  it  probable  that  foreign  competition  will  interfere  with  the 
progress  of  manufacturing  industry  in  this  country  ? 

Are  there  any  sufficient  reasons  for  any  duty  on  foreign  corn  ? 

Are  there  any  good  grounds  for  thinking  that  either  the  wealth  or  power  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  at  all  impaired  by  Canada  becoming  independent,-  or 
being  incorporated  with  the  United  States  ? 

Are  there  any  good  grounds  for  thinking  that  the  proposed  plans  of  carrying 
letters  by  post  under  stamped  envelopes  could  be  satisfactorily  carried  into 
effect  ? 

What  meaning  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  proposition  of  Adam  Smith  that 
capital  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  gives  but  one  half  the  encouragement 
to  the  industry  or  productive  labour  of  the  country,  which  is  given  by 
capital  employed  in  the  home  trade  ? 

In  what  mode  is  it  most  advantageous  that  the  expenses  of  a  church  establish- 
ment and  public  education  should  be  defrayed  in  new  colonies?  For 
example,  by  grants  from  the  general  revenue  of  the  settlement,  by  reserved 
lands,  or  by  corn-rents  ? 

What  have  been  the  effects  on  the  production  and  distribution  of  wealth  of 
the  observance  of  the  seventh  day  ? 

What  general  principles  should  be  adopted  relatively  to  the  employment  of 
paupers,  soldiers,  and  prisoners  in  productive  labour? 

What  would  be  the  effect  produced  upon  wages,  if  the  rich  should  adopt  the 
practice  of  expending  a  large  portion  of  their  incomes  on  menial  servants 
and  retainers,  and  a  smaller  portion  in  the  production  of  commodities  ? 

What  is  the  connection  between  the  price  of  provisions  and  the  price  of 
labour  ? 

What  new  taxes  ought  to  be  imposed,  or  what  changes  made  in  the  existing 
taxes,  if  the  state  of  the  finances  render  it  necessary  to  increase  the  public 
income  ? 

What  are  the  principal  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  plans  for  collect- 
ing the  land  revenue  of  India,  known  by  the  names  of  the  Perpetual  or 
Zamindary  System  and  the  Ryotwar  System  ? 

Was  the  specie  circular  of  the  American  Government  in  1836  a  wise  measure  ? 

Is  not  the  proposition  that  prices  depend  on  the  quantity  of  currency  untrue, 
except  upon  suppositions  that  deprive  it  of  all  practical  utility  ? 

Do  profits  depend  in  any  degree,  and  if  in  any,  how  much,  on  the  fact  of 
commodities  being  usually  sold  or  exchanged  for  others  before  being  con- 
sumed ? 

Would  it  be  practicable  for  the  Bank  of  England  to  act  upon  the  principle  of 
issuing  a  fixed  amount  of  paper  upon  securities,  and  a  fluctuating  upon 
bullion,  while  at  the  same  time  the  country  banks  of  issue  increased  their 
portion  of  the  general  circulation  of  the  country,  without  reference  to  the 
exchanges  ? 

What  is  the  most  convenient  definition  of  the  word  "  demand  ?" 
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1841. 
April 


May 


June 


Dec. 


Col.  TORRENS 

Mr.  Senior  . 
Mr.  Mill     .     . 
Mr.  McCulloch 

Mr.  Chadwick    , 


1842. 
Feb. 


Col.  TORRENS 


Mar. 

April 

May 
June 

July 
Dec. 


1843. 
Feb. 

Mar. 


April 


May 


Mr.  Wiiitmore  , 

Mr.  McCulloch 

Mr.  Senior  . 
Mr.  Mill     .     . 

Mr.  Buller  . 
Mr.  Tooke    . 

Mr.  Mill      .      , 
Mr.  Coulson 


Mr.  Senior 


What  would  be  the  effect  upon  general  prices,  and  upon  the  wages  of  labour, 
of  such  an  increase  of  the  powers  of  production  in  foreign  countries  as 
would  cause  the  produce  of  a  given  quantity  of  British  labour  to  exchange 
for  a  less  quantity  of  gold  than  that  for  which  the  produce  of  the  same 
quantity  of  foreign  labour  would  exchange  ? 

Does  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  depend  on  any,  and  if  any,  on  what  principle 
different  from  those  which  govern  the  value  of  the  other  metals  ? 

According  to  what  principle  is  the  benefit  of  the  trade  between  two  nations 
shared  between  those  two  nations  ? 

Is  there  any  rational  ground  for  supposing  that  the  efforts  to  improve  and 
civilize  Central  Africa  will  ever  have  any  considerable  result,  or  defray  the 
expense  and  loss  of  life  occasioned  in  carrying  them  on  ? 

Is  the  opinion  of  Adam  Smith  well  founded  (as  expressed  in  Book  V.  Chap.  1, 
put  forth  by  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  their  pam- 
phlet on  the  recent  measures  for  the  promotion  of  education  in  England, 
page  14),  that  in  the  progress  of  the  division 'of  labour  the  dexterity  of  the 
workman  in  any  particular  trade,  must  be  acquired  at  the  expense  of  his 
intellectual,  social,  and  moral  virtues  ? 

Would  a  reduction  of  the  import  duties  upon  the  productions  of  foreign 
countries,  if  unaccompanied  by  an  equivalent  reduction  upon  British  goods 
in  foreign  parts,  have  the  effect  of  altering  the  distribution  of  the  precious 
metals,  to  the  disadvantage  of  this  country,  and  of  causing  the  produce  of  a 
given  quantity  of  British  labour  to  exchange  for  the  produce  of  a  less 
quantity  of  foreign  labour  ? 

What  would  be  the  average  price  of  wheat  in  this  country  in  the  event  of  the 
repeal  of  the  corn-laws,  and  the  adoption  of  entire  free- trade  as  applicable 
to  the  whole  of  our  commercial  policy  ? 

Does  the  present  state  of  the  British  finances  afford  a  sufficient  justification 
for  the  imposition  of  an  Income  Tax,  and  if  so,  on  what  principle  should  it 
be  imposed  ? 

Which  is  best,  a  tax  upon  property,  upon  income,  or  upon  expenditure  ? 

To  what  extent  has  any  country  the  power  of  making  another  independent 
country  pay  a  portion  of  its  taxes  ? 

By  what  principle  of  management  can  the  railroad  system  be  rendered  most 
conducive  to  the  increase  of  national  wealth ;  by  leaving  it  to  the  free  com- 
petition of  individuals,  or  by  placing  it  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
Government? 

Would  it  be  a  wise  policy  for  any  country,  on  the  supposition  of  its  having  the 
power  of  making  another  independent  country  contribute  to  its  taxes,  to 
attempt  to  exercise  such  power  by  levying  duties  on  exports  or  imports 
with  that  view. 

Is  not  the  exportation  of  British  capital  a  cause,  and  almost  a  necessary  con- 
dition, of  its  continued  increase  at  home  ? 

Does  an  increase  of  demand  in  this  country  for  foreign  commodities,  unaccom- 
panied by  a  corresponding  increase  of  demand  for  our  own  commodities 
abroad,  render  the  terms  or  conditions  of  exchange  between  this  and  other 
countries  less  advantageous  to  us,  without  reference  to  any  alteration  in  the 
distribution  of  the  precious  metals  ? 

If  an  increase  of  demand  in  this  country  for  foreign  commodities,  unaccom- 
panied by  a  corresponding  increase  of  demand  for  our  commodities  abroad, 
render  the  terms  or  conditions  of  exchange  between  this  and  other  countries 
less  advantageous  to  us,  is  it  expedient  on  that  account  to  lessen  the 
demand  for  foreign  commodities  by  legislative  measures  ? 

What  determines  the  extent  to  which  a  duty  imposed  on  an  article  of  raw 
produce,  partly  produced  at  home  and  partly  imported,  raises  prices  ? 
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>  > 

Mr.  Mill 

July 

Mr.  McCulloch 

Dec. 

Sir  G.  Larpent 

1844. 

Feb. 

Mr.  McCulloch 
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Col.  TORRENS 
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July 

Dec. 

1845 
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Mar. 

April 

>> 
May 
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July 


Mr.  Chadwick 
Mr.  Tooke    . 

Col.  TORRENS 


Mr.  Graham 

Mr.  Mill     . 

Sir  G.  Larpent 
Mr.  Senior  . 
Mr.  Mill 
Sir  W.  Clay 
Mr.  Merit  ale 
Mr.  Senior  . 
Mr.  Chadwick 


In  a  treatise  on  Political  Economy  is  it  more  convenient  to  treat  rent  as  a 
separate  source  of  revenue,  or  as  the  effect  of  disturbing  causes  ? 

Is  Political  Economy  a  science  a  priori,  or  what  is  commonly  called  a  science 

of  facts  ? 
Is   an  extraordinary  extension  of  manufacturing  industry  in  any  particular 

country  likely  to  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  the  bulk  of  its  population  ? 

In  the  case  of  articles  produced,  partly  in  our  colonies,  and  partly  in  foreign 
countries,  but  none  at  home,  ought  there  to  be  any  difference  of  duty,  and 
if  so,  to  what  extent,  in  favour  of  our  colonies  ? 

Are  differential  duties  on  foreign  productions  when  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  necessary  in  any  case,  and  if  in  any  case,  on  what  articles,  and 
to  what  extent  should  they  be  carried  ? 

Is  it  possible,  under  any  given  state  of  agriculture,  that  a  reduction  of  corn 
rents  should  take  place,  without  throwing  out  the  last  qualities  of  land 
resorted  to,  and  the  last  portions  of  capital  applied  to  the  soil ;  and  is  it 
possible,  under  the  supposition  that  corn  rents  remain  undiminished,  that  a 
reduction  of  money  rents  should  take  place,  without  causing  a  general  fall 
in  the  prices  of  domestic  productions,  accompanied  by  a  decline  in  money 
wages^? 

Is  legislative  interference  between  the  master  and  the  adult  labourer,  to  regulate 
the  hours  of  work,  expedient  ? 

Assuming  that  more  or  less  evil  will  attend  any  marked  alteration  in  the  value 
of  the  standard  of  the  currency,  is  it  clear  that  the  evils  of  a  tendency 
to  an  increase  of  value  outweigh  those  of  a  tendency  to  a  diminution  of 
value  ? 

With  a  circulating  medium  constituted  like  that  of  England,  is  the  regulation 
of  the  paper  portion  of  that  medium,  a  public  function,  requiring  to  be 
guarded  by  responsibility,  and  conducted  according  to  rules  prescribed  by 
law  ?  and  if  so,  to  what  extent  ?  or  is  the  interest  of  the  issuers,  when 
carrying  on  their  business  upon  correct  principles,  a  sufficient  protection  to 
the  public  ? 

Can  any  and  what  operations  of  banks  increase  or  decrease  the  amount  of 
currency  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  when  it  consists  partly  of  gold,  and 
partly  of  convertible  paper,  which  would  not  do  so  if  it  were  entirely 
metallic? 

Was  Ricardo  correct  in  stating  that  the  same  rale  which  "  regulates  the  relative 
value  of  commodities  in  one  country,  does  not  regulate  the  relative  value  of 
the  commodities  exchanged  between  two  or  more  countries  ?  " 

Is  indirect  preferable  to  direct  taxation,  and,  if  so,  are  we  arrived  at  or  near 

the  limits  of  the  former  ? 
Does  taxation  on  the  commodities  consumed  by  the  labourer  raise  wages  under 

any  and  what  circumstances  ? 

Under  what  conditions  and  to  what  extent  ought  Governments  to  exercise  a 
directing  or  regulating  power  over  the  operations  of  private  industry  ? 

Are  there  any  and  what  limits  to  the  principle,  that  the  physical  wants  of  the 
community  are  best  supplied  by  the  agency  of  competition  ? 

Is  it  desirable  to  encourage  the  system  of  allotment  to  agricultural  labourers  in 

England  ? 
Are  expenditure  upon  wages  and  expenditure  upon  commodities  equivalent  or 

different  in  their  effects  on  the  remuneration  of  the  labourer  ? 

Is  the  doctrine  well  founded,  that  plagues  and  epidemic  diseases  serve  as 
correctives  of  population,  and  that,  as  stated  by  Mr.  McCulloch,  in  his  Note 
on  Population  to  his  edition  of  '  Adam  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,'  "  These 
scourges  tend  to  place  an  old  country  in  the  condition  of  a  colony,  they 
lessen  the  number  of  inhabitants,  without  in  most  cases  lessening  the  capital 
that  is  to  maintain  them  ?  " 
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Mr.  Mill 

Mr.  McCulloch 

Mr.  Mill      . 
Mr.  Merivale 


Is  the  law  of  primogeniture  favourable  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth  ? 

Is  the  Government  scheme,  now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Corn  Law,  a  just  and  wise  measure  ? 

Under  circumstances  analogous  to  the  following,  would  an  immediate  opening 
of  the  ports  so  alter  relative  prices,  as  to  cause,  in  the  first  instance,  a 
diminution  rather  than  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  foreign  grain  which 
could  be  profitably  imported  ?  The  circumstances  are ; — that  the  supply  of 
corn  in  the  foreign  shipping  port  is  moderate ;  that  the  difference  between 
the  prices  in  the  British  markets  and  in  the  shipping  ports  is  just  sufficient 
to  enable  the  merchant,  notwithstanding  the  actual  amount  of  the  import 
duty,  to  bring  in  for  internal  consumption,  from  time  to  time,  moderate 
supplies  of  foreign  corn ;  and  that,  while  the  foreign  exchanges  are  adverse, 
there  is  also  a  pressure  upon  the  money  market  from  domestic  causes  ? 

Is  the  rent  of  mines  governed  by  similar  principles  with  the  rent  of  land  ? 

What  are  the  circumstances  which  regulate  the  prices  of  the  different  kinds  of 
agricultural  produce  relatively  to  one  another  ? 

Are  the  causes  of  increase  of  population  which  have  operated  during  the  last 
50  years  permanent  ?     If  not,  what  will  arrest  or  nullify  them  ? 

In  what  way  and  on  what  principle  is  the  net  produce  of  the  country  to  be 
separated  and  distinguished  from  the  gross  produce  ? 

Would  it  be  practicable  for  Government  to  adopt  any  measure  which  should 
have  the  effect  of  rendering  bread  corn  the  staple  food  of  the  labouring  classes 
in  Ireland,  and  of  averting  the  periodical  visitation  of  famine  and  pestilence 
to  which  a  potato  fed  population  is  exposed  ? 

What  measure  can  be  adopted  to  arrest,  as  far  as  possible,  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences of  the  Irish  poor  law  proposed  by  the  present  Government  ? 

Would  legitimate  enterprise  be  seriously  obstructed  by  legislative  provisions, 
rendering  the  owners  of  works,  ships,  machinery,  mines,  &c,  involving 
danger  to  life  or  limb,  liable  to  make  good  the  pecuniary  losses  to  the 
sufferers  and  their  families  from  fatal  accidents  or  maiming,  incident  to  the 
employment  or  to  the  operation  of  such  works  ? 

Is  the  system  of  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor,  advocated  by  Mr. 
McCulloch  in  the  22nd  Note  to  his  edition  of  '  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,' 
namely,  a  system  of  relief  in  "  moderate-sized  parishes,"  which  shall  bring 
the  "burden  as  it  were  to  the  door  of  individuals,"  and  make  it  the  interest 
of  owners  or  occupiers  to  take  care  of  the  poor,  sound  in  principle  ? 

Is  it  expedient  that  the  Government  should  interfere  directly  with  the  education 

of  the  people,  and  to  what  extent  ? 
Under  what  circumstances  is  it  desirahle  to  maintain  a  surplus  revenue  for  the 

purpose  of  paying  off  a  national  debt  ? 

Is  the  system  of  letting  small  pieces  of  land  to  agricultural  labourers,  commonly 

called  the  allotment  system,  open   to  any  valid  objection,  as  a  means  of 

improving  the  condition  of  those  labourers  ? 
What  are  the  essential  differences  between  bank  notes  and  other  forms  of 

credit  ? 
What  would  have  been  the  effect  on  commercial  credit,  and  on  the  solvency 

of  the  Bank  of  England,  had  the  circulation,  during  the  crisis  of  1847,  been 

regulated  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Tooke  ? 

Would  it  not  be  highly  conducive  to  the  economical  and  moral  improvement 
of  the  labouring  classes,  that  the  workmen  should  be,  as  far  as  possible, 
associated  in  the  profits  of  industrial  undertakings :  and  what  means  could 
be  devised  of  giving  a  greater  degree  of  extension  to  this  principle? 

Is  there  any  sufficient  reason  for  legislative  interference  to  prevent  the  raising 
of  money  by  mortgage  of  future  crops  ? 
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Mar. 
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Dec. 

1850. 
Feb. 

Mar. 


April 


May 


Jui-e 


J  id; i 


Dec. 


1851. 

Feb 


Mar. 


April 
May 


Mr.  Senior  . 

Mr.  Thornton 

Mr.  Mill 
Mr.  Thornton 

Mr.  Norman 

Mr.  Thornton 
Mr.  Tooke     . 


Lord  Monteagle 
Mr.  Mill      .      . 

Mr.  Whitmore  . 
Mr.  Norman 

Mr.  Mill      .      . 
Mr.  Tooke    . 


Mr.  Thornton 


Mr.  Tookb    . 


Mr.  Porter 


Mr.  Mill 


Mr.  Codlson 


Mr.  Chadwick 


Mr.  Thornton 


Is  it  expedient  that  the  rights  of  tenants  occupying  land  in  Ireland  should  be 
enlarged  so  as  to  render  their  tenure  virtually  perpetual  at  the  existing  rents, 
as  actually  paid  ? 

Has  the  recent  approximation  to  free  trade  affected  the  ability  of  this  country 
to  support  the  burthen  of  the  national  debt  ? 

What  is  the  most  equitable  mode  of  assessing  an  income  tax  ? 

Are  those  objections  valid,  winch,  in  the  last  number  of  the  '  Edinburgh 
Review,'  are  urged  against  the  establishment  of  a  body  of  peasant  proprietors 
on  the  waste  land  in  Ireland  ? 

Is  there  sufficient  reason  for  the  popular  assumption  that  the  progress  of 
British  prosperity  is  seriously  checked  by  the  pressure  of  existing  taxation  ? 

What  is  the  foundation,  and  what  are  the  limits  of  property  in  land  ? 

Would  it  be  expedient  to  introduce  a  general  law,  authorising  persons  to  par- 
take of  the  profits  of  a  partnership  trade,  without  being  liable  to  the  whole 
extent  of  their  property  to  the  engagements  of  the  firm  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
authorising  the  formation  of  partnerships  "en  commandite"? 

What  is  the  most  desirable  area  of  assessment  for  a  poor  law  in  Ireland  ? 

What  are  the  most  desirable  changes  to  be  made  in  our  system  of  taxation  ? 

What  are  the  prospects  of  agriculture  under  free  trade? 

Does  taxation  press  more  heavily  upon  the  national  resources  in  this  country, 
than  in  the  other  principal  countries  of  Europe  ? 

Does  the  progress  of  wealth  and  industry  under  the  present  social  institutions 
of  Europe  tend  to  an  increasing  agglomeration  of  capital  in  large  masses, 
or  to  the  dispersion  of  such  masses  ? 

Are  the  supplies  of  gold  from  the  recently  discovered  sources  of  it  in  California 
likely  to  be  of  such  extent  beyond  the  ordinary  demand  for  that  metal,  as  to 
be  calculated  in  any  material  degree  to  diminish  its  value  in  the  markets  of 
the  world  ?  Are  the  supplies  of  silver  from  the  improved  and  cheaper 
working  of  the  existing  mines  in  America,  and  the  opening  of  new  ones, 
likely  to  increase  in  the  same  relative  degree  as  gold,  so  as  to  preserve  the 
existing  proportionate  value  of  the  two  metals  ? 

What  reason  is  there  for  believing  that  the  recent  approximation  towards  free 
trade  in  food,  have  affected  the  ability  of  the  country  to  bear  the  burthen  of 
the  national  debt  ? 

What  is  the  test,  or  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  by  which  an  alteration  in  the 
value  of  either  or  of  both  of  the  precious  metals  would  be  ascertained  or 
inferred  ?  On  the  supposition  of  a  marked  and  admitted  diminution  in  the 
value  of  both  gold  and  silver,  or  of  gold  only,  which  is  the  standard  of  value 
in  this  country,  how  would  the  public  revenue  and  different  kinds  of  property 
and  income  be  affected  ? 

Is  there  any,  and  what  ground  for  the  dictum  of  Adam  Smith,  that  the  foreign 
trade  of  a  country  gives  less  encouragement  to  its  industry  or  productive 
labour  than  is  afforded  by  its  home  trade  ? 

Would  not  the  most  eligible  mode  of  relieving  the  hand-loom  weavers  from 
their  habitually  depressed  condition,  be  their  formation  into  home  colonies, 
combining  agriculture  with  their  present  employment? 

On  what  principle  should  privileges  or  rewards  be  granted  in  respect  of 

inventions  ? 
Should  the  inhabitants  of  towns  be  supplied  with  water  by  trading  companies, 

with  permission  to  compete,  or  from  a  general  rate  by  a  public  authority? 

Is  not  the  Ricardo  theory  of  rent  unnecessarily  artificial,  and  might  not 
another  be  devised  less  complicated,  yet  equally  accurate  and  more  com- 
prehensive ? 
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June 


July 


Dec. 


Mr.  Thornton 


Mr.  Mill 


Mr.  Tooke 


Instead  of  its  being  true,  as  is  frequently  asserted,  that  taxation  presses  with 
disproportionate  weight  on  the  poor,  would  it  not  rather  appear  that  no 
taxes,  other  than  protective  duties,  can  permanently  diminish  the  income  of 
the  labouring  classes  ? 

Does  a  business  in  which  the  returns  are  slow,  employ,  with  equal  capital,  as 
much  labour,  and  add  as  much  to  the  produce  of  a  country,  as  a  business  in 
which  the  returns  are  quick  ? 

Supposing  that  the  supply  of  gold  from  California  and  Australia  should  reduce 
its  value  in  a  sensible  degree  relatively  to  silver,  would  this  diminution  in 
the  relative  value  of  gold  form  a  justifiable  ground  for  a  legislative  alteration 
of  the  standard  of  value  in  this  country,  or  would  it,  in  the  case  of  a  double 
standard,  as  in  France,  be  just  or  politic  to  withdraw  from  gold  the  privilege 
of  legal  tender  ? 
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